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The second workshop edition of the FowariM Project, dedicated to water use and 

management in Maltese agriculture, was held in Paola (Malta) on 9 November 2017, from 

9am to 4pm. It gathered  24 Maltese stakeholders from different sectors and 3 

representatives  from the Fowarim consortium . 

 

 

 

The main purpose of the workshop, was the discussion and the analysis of the current 

situation in order to identify feasible measures in the medium-term (2030) that can 

guarantee sustainable water use in agriculture  
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The stakeholders attending  the workshop were coming from different institutions, farm 

associations and private sector 

Name institution 

Malcolm Borg 
Chris Camilleri 

MCAST (FowariM Coordination) 

Charles Zahra Fowarim researcher 

Kristy Bartolo Directorate for Environment and 

Climate Change 

Noel Azzopardi  
Carmelo Briffa  
John Baptist Cassar  
Marco Dimech 
Mario Micallef 
Graziella Tabone 

Rural Development Department 

Antoine Vella Institute appl.sciences 

Brian Restall  
Antonio Volta 

Projects in Motion Ltd. 

Francis Sammut 
 Gerald Vella 

Vitimalta 

Jonathan Falzon Emmanuel Delicata Winemaker Ltd. 

Mary Camilleri Mgarr Farmers Co-operative 

Daniela D’Agostino 
Virginia Belsanti 

CIHEAM-IAMB Bari  (Fowarim Project) 

Anna Balzarini IDC Brussels (Fowarim Project) 

 

 

The workshop was designed for the identification of the future goals by pointing out needs 

and obstacles. 

The discussion was organised according to the following steps: 

1. Identification of obstacles and opportunities. 

2. Definition of milestones and interim objectives 

3. Identification of (policy) actions that need to be taken. 

  

The participants were not separated into groups, but the discussion took place in a single 

open session. 
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Previous workshop’s results are summarised in this schema 

 

The map shows the problems identified during the 1st FOWARIM Stakeholder workshop (19 

April 2016) that prevent a sustainable use and management of water in the Maltese 

agricultural sector (in blue) and the solutions that could facilitate sustainability (in green). The 

discussion for second event was triggered by these results and aimed to design the new 

scenario of milestones and actions to be pursued. 

 

9 November 2017: 2nd Workshop discussion summary 

The present situation is described by the participants as “not sustainable”, due to the 

fragmentation of  the policy for water in agriculture, where the 18000 farmers are managing 

their own water without data or neither an agency for agricultural statistics. 

Some stakeholders have underlined thnecessity to have a sense of belonging inside a 

agricultural policy, which unfortunately doesn’t exist, and they feel it as one of the most 

important thing in Malta. 
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The water uses in Malta for agriculture are estimated as 29 million of m³. This estimation is 

based on a model that assumes the same use of irrigation all year long, in summer as well as in 

winter. In reality  it seems that the effective water consumption is half of what estimated with 

the model, and is around 15 million of m³. The lack of clarity seems to be due to the fact that, 

alongside a large number of regular wells with counter, there are illegal wells from which 

neither the number nor the pumped volumes are known.  

What is absolutely clear is that the water availability is insufficient for a good agriculture 

exploitation, and that for the moment all is delegated to the personal initiatives of farmers, 

who are not adequately represented by national agency (it happens instead for the fisheries 

sector).  

Furthermore, agricultural cooperatives are gradually disappearing and are not supported at 

national level. Some participants commented that Malta is focusing too much on tourism, 

which goes against both the environment and the water withdrawal. 

 

 

The day after the 

workshop, a rare day of 

raining in this country, 

looks like the project 

can give a good hope 

for Malta.  

 

 

 

 

 

During the discussion it emerged that for this small island (16x24 km)  not even a draft of 

groundwater model is available; the Maltese community doesn’t know what is going on with 

their water-table, and not even  professionals are able to make a water balance of Malta.  

Today, there are no locally-formed hydro-geologists, as there are no courses on geology or 

hydrogeology in Malta . So the students go abroad and when they come back, their knowledge 

is often not applicable on this island with extremely peculiar features. 
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What is absolutely clear to all is that water resources for agricultural use in Malta are extremely 

limited and are being further reduced. One possibility is the use of what are called "new 

waters" obtained from water purification, but it is not clear to the stakeholders, what are the 

features and the correct uses. There is a sort of general no-confidence in this waters and there 

are still doubts about the risks on the quality of the products, and also about the health of 

people who are eating those products. The lack of trust is mainly due to the lack of information 

sharing. 

Some participant at the workshop was mentioning the possibility to diversify and vary crops, 

looking for low-water demanding cultures, or to better performing irrigation through new 

efficient technologies. But for this more funds for the infrastructure should be made available. 

 

Below the map of άaƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 

useful plan for the participants activities. 
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Conclusions 

The event was satisfactory for all participants who left with greater awareness and a plan 

already outlined about the next steps to be taken. 

All documentation will be available on the project website http://fowarim.eu  
 

In agreement with the participants, an invitation will be sent to contribute to the activities of 

the Facebook group exclusively devoted to the stakeholders, which will be created and linked 

to the Facebook page of the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fowarim.eu/

